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Introduction 
  
This report covers the activities of the Discovery Channel Global Education Partnership 
Learning Center project in Namibia from December 2004 – June 2005. The Partnership 
continues to provide training and monitoring support to the 18 Learning Centers in Namibia 
(12 of which are USAID/MultiChoice sponsored sites), as well as strengthen relationships with 
partners and key educational players such as USAID Namibia, MultiChoice Namibia, the 
Ministry of Basic Education, Sport and Culture, and other organizations in the country.  
 
The project also continues to play a key role in supporting the Namibian government’s efforts 
to fight HIV/AIDS. Some of the teachers trained by the Partnership in the use of TV and video 
in the classroom also serve as HIV/AIDS coordinators through the MBESC’s HIV/AIDS school 
programs. The coordinators use the Learning Centers as venues for school and community 
workshops on HIV/AIDS. As cluster centers, Learning Centers are accessible to hundreds of 
users within their communities.  
 
The Learning Center project in Namibia continues to be recognized as a successful and 
sustainable educational initiative that serves the information needs of under-resourced 
communities in Namibia. The Partnership continues to receive requests from schools, 
organizations, and Peace Corps volunteers in the country to join the project. There is a great 
need for more educational resources such as those offered by the Learning Center project.  
 
This year, the Partnership headquarters in Silver Spring, Maryland is embarking on an 
aggressive fundraising campaign to support our existing projects, as well as to expand in our 
current countries in Africa.  Funding permitting, the Partnership plans to reach out to more 
under-served communities in Namibia.  
 
Project Status 
 

Location: Namibia 
Project began in schools - April 2003 for 12 USAID/MCN sites 

- March 2004 for the 6 AAI sites 
Duration: 3 years from date of launch 
Number of Learning Centres: 18 
Number of teachers trained: 371  
Number of students currently 
reached: 

19,364 

Number of community members 
reached through the project: 

Almost 3,000  
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Detailed project activities for this reporting period: 
 
Learning Center Status 
The Partnership is pleased to report that the 12 Learning Centers jointly supported by USAID 
Namibia and MultiChoice Namibia are progressing well in the third year of the project. The 
Partnership continues working with the schools to ensure sustainability after the completion 
of the three-year project period, which ends between April – June 2006.  
 

Caprivi Education Region 
Brendan Simbwaye Combined School* Year 2, Phase 3 
Bukalo Primary School* Year 2, Phase 3 
Isize Combined School* Year 2, Phase 3 
Ngoma Primary School* Year 2, Phase 3 
Erongo Education Region 
Kamwandi Primary School (Henties Bay) Year 3, Phase 5 
Kavango Education Region 
Kasote Combined School Year 3, Phase 5 
Kayengona Combined School Year 3, Phase 5 
Ncamagoro Combined School Year 3, Phase 5 
Rundu College of Education Year 3, Phase 5 
Khomas Education Region 
Groot Aub Junior Secondary School Year 3, Phase 5 
Kunene Education Region 
Jack Francis Combined School (Outjo) Year 3, Phase 5 
Ohangwena Education Region 
Ongenga Combined School Year 3, Phase 5 
Omusati Education Region 
Niita Yiitula Junior Secondary School* Year 2, Phase 3 
Olupumbu Combined School* Year 2, Phase 3 
Oshana Education Region 
Amutanga Combined School Year 3, Phase 5 
Ondjora Combined School Year 3 Phase 5 
Oshikoto Education Region 
Onamulunga Combined School Year 3, Phase 5 
Onathinge Combined School Year 2, Phase 3 

 
Most schools, with the exception of a couple of sites whose equipment was either broken or 
stolen, are on track with project timelines and are successfully using Learning Center facilities 
for classroom and community use. Those that have dealt with rare cases of theft or damaged 
equipment have responded well to the challenges.  
 
 

                                                 
* Schools marked with an asterisk are funded by The Africa-America Institute.  
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For example, Onathinge Combined School in Oshikoto was inactive for a few months because 
of a stolen television set. When the TV was stolen in 2004, the school persuaded the security 
company to replace it. Unfortunately, the replacement is not working properly and the school 
is negotiating with the company to replace or repair the broken set. Because it is not working 
properly, the Partnership will work with Onathinge to help them catch up as soon as the TV is 
available.  
 
The other site, Kayengona Combined School in the Kavango region, successfully raised funds 
to replace the equipment that was stolen in 2004. This school worked with the regional office 
of the Ministry of Education and with the parents’ group to raise the money for the 
equipment. The school is now back on track. 
 
Local Staffing and Recruitment 
As of December 15, 2005, when the Partnership Country Representative’s contract ended, 
management of the project in Namibia was turned over to the Southern Africa Regional 
Manager. In early 2005, the Regional Manager traveled to Namibia to visit each Learning 
Center and to interview and recruit a new Country Representative.  
 
While there was a small pool of qualified candidates, their high financial expectations posed a 
challenge for the limited funds provided to the Partnership for this project. Additionally, 
without further funding, the Partnership can’t guarantee continuation of the position beyond 
April when the sites graduate.  
 
The Partnership trainer in Caprivi, Jerome Mwampole, continues to provide training and 
monitoring to four schools in the region. He is also supervising four Learning Centers in 
Rundu.  
 
The Partnership is continuing to explore how best to provide site monitoring to the other eight 
sites through April. We are currently investigating options with a teacher/volunteer from 
NETA who might assist us in providing training and monitoring to the Learning Centers in 
Windhoek, Kunene, Erongo and Ondangwa regions. The Ondangwa sites have been getting 
regular support until three months ago, when the Partnership trainer resigned from the 
project. We are also getting in touch with Peace Corps volunteers in Namibia who have 
expressed an interest in the project. The Partnership will keep USAID updated about these 
developments. If you have suggestions and recommendations, please feel free to let us know.  
 
The Partnership trainer in Caprivi, Jerome Mwampole, continues to provide training and 
monitoring to four schools in the region. He will also supervise four Learning Centers in 
Rundu.  
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New video programs delivered 
Since the last reporting period, the Partnership has distributed new educational videos 
produced and customized to meet the needs of local communities in Africa: 

Program 25: The Science of Pregnancy 
Program 26: Birth Around the World 
Program 27: Marvels of Engineering 
Program 28: Physics I: Matter and Energy 
Program 29: Physics II: Matter in Motion  

 
The schools report that these new programs will complement their maths and science syllabi. 
 
DSTV services in the Learning Centers 
MultiChoice Namibia has advised the Partnership that effective June 2005, the 18 Learning 
Centers will migrate from the full DSTV bouquet to an educational bouquet. This was decided 
after consultations with the Ministry of Education, to ensure that schools continue to focus on 
educational programs. The schools will receive the following education channels: 
 

Channel 40, BBC Prime 
Channel 53, SABC Africa 
Channel 65, Discovery Channel 
Channel 66, National Geographic 
Channel 67, Animal Planet 
Channel 68, History Channel 
Channel 101, National Broadcasting Corporation  
 

Challenges 
 
Staff Recruitment 
As mentioned earlier, the high salary requirements of the Country Representative candidates 
and lack of qualified teacher trainers are a challenge to the Partnership. Highly skilled 
personnel in the NGO sector are not readily available and when they are, the financial 
expectations are beyond the Partnership’s abilities, given the existing budget which has been 
affected by exchange rate fluctuations. The Partnership continues to engage in dialogue with 
partners to come up with a solution to the problem.  
 
Available personnel to oversee the project in the regions 
As reported in the last program performance report, the availability of regional education 
advisors from the Ministry who can help play a role in monitoring the project continues to be 
a challenge. While the Partnership has hired a Trainer/Monitor to supervise sites in Caprivi 
and Rundu, there is still a need for Ministry personnel to get involved in each region, as per  
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our agreement with the Ministry. We continue to investigate possibilities with the Ministry to 
ensure that the schools receive full support.  
 
Transportation  
In previous reports to, and conversations with, USAID Namibia and other partners, the 
Partnership discussed the ongoing transportation challenges in Namibia that significantly 
affect our budget. Mindful of the financial limitations, the Partnership continues to do its best 
to fulfil its training and monitoring commitment to the Learning Centers. Additional support 
is vital to enable the Partnership to provide the level of training and support that would be 
ideal for each school.  
  
 
Looking Ahead 
 
The 12 Learning Centers funded by USAID Namibia and MultiChoice Namibia are in the third 
year of the project and will ‘graduate’ between April and June 2006. Despite a small gap in 
monitoring, the schools are doing well and on target for graduation from the project between 
April – June 2006.  
 
For the next few months, the Partnership will focus on the following priorities: 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Finalize recruitment of local staff or in the interim, volunteers who will help 
provide training and monitoring in eight of the 12 USAID/MCN sponsored sites; 
Continue to work with USAID Namibia and MultiChoice Namibia to 
aggressively seek new funding; 
Embark on a fundraising campaign in the Partnership head office to expand the 
project in Namibia and other countries in which we currently work; 
Continue to work with the schools to ensure project success and sustainability. 

 
Finally, it is our understanding that the Global Development Alliance of which we are a part 
has plans for a project evaluation. In light of the upcoming “graduation” of the Learning 
Centers, would you please update us on the status of an evaluation?  
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